
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Cleveland Rape Crisis Center 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Art Therapy for Survivors of Rape and Sexual Abuse 

Your Project Summary: Cleveland Rape Crisis Center will provide trauma-informed Art Therapy to 

survivors of rape and sexual abuse.  Survivors will work with the Center's licensed art therapist and use 

creative expression to cope with complex trauma.  Art Therapy is available to survivors of all ages, 

including children, adolescents and adults to help them overcome trauma and begin to heal. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This project has great public benefit and should be expanded so that even more people are 

reached.  The client art samples submitted for project support were powerful. It would be great if this was 

able to find a way to encourage groups to provide similar services, especially for those who shy away from 

crisis centers.  The application narrative could have included more information about the art therapy 

techniques used.  Under how you will work with community, I think that it should be more specific to the 

art therapy rather than the center itself; are there any other arts and cultural organizations in the 

community that could serve as strategic partners in this?  While it is an extremely sensitive subject, 

reaching out more strategiclly may bring in more survivors who have used art therapy to heal, this could 

serve as a support cohort for the center and the survivors who may need a network once they have moved 

beyond crisis and want to continue to create art. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The proposal meets the criteria for funding. This is a great example illustrating the intersection 

of arts with other sectors (health, social services, etc.). The goal and population served are well defined 

and positively impact public value (rape and sexual abuse victims). The activities associated with the 

project are articulated in detailed and their impact are also well pointed out. Moreover, the evaluation 

process is not only performed in a qualitative way, but also quantitative, which provides a clear way to 

determine success. Finally, the project budget is well presented with a strong focus on Arts and Culture 

Professionals (69% of project budget.) Good proposal and well defined activities and target population, I 

enthusiastically support it! 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The application receives a "yes" as it captures the value of art therapy for survivors and seeks 

to serve a diverse client-base. I wish there more information on the facilitators and potentially a wider 

range of expressive offerings outside the realm of visual art. But the opportunity to present work publicly 

is powerful as are work examples and documented effectiveness of programming. This is a critical service 

captured in a well-crafted application. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. It is clear from the application that this is an 

organization with a wealth of experience, organizational structure, and respect in both the community 

and the field of rape crisis services. I have no reservations that the organization will be able to carry out 

their listed plans. By using art therapy with a licensed therapist and validated instruments to measure 

performance, this project combines the vibrancy of arts with a very challenging topic in a beautiful way 

that creates tremendous public benefit in an often marginalized community. Nice breakdown of 

demographics in the proposal as well, to really show your engagement with all survivors in your area. And 

good demonstration of your work with key stakeholders in the community to reach your targeted 

population in a respectful manner. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The application demonstrates evidence that the funding criteria are met. The program is open 

to the public -- to all survivors, and the application demonstrates a clear knowledge of their community. I 

would have liked to see indication that the community drives the applicant's work -- what made them 

want to start this program? Was there a need or demand? That they use art therapy and creative 

expression to cope with survivor trauma inspires creative thinking and will ideally reduce trauma 

symptoms, as clearly stated in their progress measurements. The applicant provides an impact-oriented, 

measurable goal with appropriate measures. Organizationally, a more detailed plan for implementation 

and achieving the goal would have improved the application, but there is a clearly demonstrated public 

benefit on their defined community.  

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


